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Dick Degnon’s profile of La Crescenta in
the Los Angeles Times, May 25, 1958
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* Not a "natural process,” but rather the result of deliberate efforts
* Many motives for segregation



Local initiatives of racial exclusion

* Developer initiatives



WINDSOR HILLS

R — Windsor Hills development
L. Cuscastes o oy restrictions, ca. late 1930s

2. One single family residence only together with customary outbulldings
on any one lot., Exceptions -

Business lots

Lots 10 to 14, inclusive, Block A
Lots 10 to 12, inclusive, Bl B

n Blook B of Tract No. 11314
pt that upper flcors of
wer ficors of the buildings

Mintmum restrictions $3%00,00

2, Tract No, 11447 ure
mltiple family dwell-
and not more than one

ng line wvaries usually from ten feet to
ice for specific
et-back linea indiocat-

S8,

the house depending
raphy of the ground,
ilt on lots 1 to
and Lots 1 to 13,

main dbuilding shall de located not
side lines and not lese than ten (10)
tre line on a corner lot, GCarages on réar portion
xtond to side line but not nearer then five T1%) Teet from

Source: Windsor Hills Summary of Building Restrictions,
All plans and spscifications for buildings on all lots shall be Subs Series 3’ Box 2oV Folder 1’ Fritz Burns PaperS, CSLA_Z’
mitted to Architectural Committes of thres (3) members for spprovel, ) . ) e

No flat-roof buildings, or flst-roof garsges, shall be srected on said Department of Archives and Special Collections, William H.

RS xsant a4 rel Comnittes. : X X
Sret without the ouxseal of SheAREASIENE ¥ Hannon Library, Loyola Marymount University




Flintridge ad,
1926.

) SANTA Moo
#0CLAN i

USC Digital Archives;
DW-1926-61-05-
07~01.TIE, whit-c170-
68791




Local initiatives of racial exclusion

* Developer initiatives
e Race restrictive covenants



Crescenta Valley’s Dirty Laundry

Example of a race restrictive
covenant, in the Crescenta Valley

Source: Gary Keyes and Mike Laner, Many deeds had this “racial covenant” prohibiting the sale of the property to anyone “not of the
Crescenta Vall ey/5 D ifty [ aun dl’y 12 white or Caucasian race”. (Historical Society of the Crescenta Valley)
/




Local initiatives of racial exclusion

* Developer initiatives

* Race restrictive covenants
* Shelley v. Kraemer (1948) — declared them unenforceable



Local initiatives of racial exclusion

* Developer initiatives
e Race restrictive covenants

* Neighborhood Protective Associations



Hollywood Protective Association, 1920s

Scott Kurashige,
Shifting Grounds of

Fig. 1.1. “Japs keep moving.” White residents protest settlement by Japanese
immigrants in Hollywood during the early 1920s. National Archives photo.
Courtesy of the National Japanese American Historical Society. Race, 22




Y L .

feda C of C Heads

"

‘-?.sjdﬁAQ'eement ' Sign _F-Ol‘ Legal Work

-+
L?%"‘ Race Zoning

inal plans fof Kumching the gecond phase of the race restric:
tion program for JLa Canada Valley, undertaken last Spring by
La Canadd Valley Chamber of Commerce, were completed last
" Thursday nlght.. at,a conference between dirvectors of the chamber
and exseutives 0f the Land Rserow Company of Alhambra, which
i# handling the legal phases of the program and supervising the
e O gATIZALION. Of the committees
to e appointed to secure glzna-

tures.

The preliminary deed and -
tle search necessary to deter-
mine the condition of vestric-
tione in the various subdlvisions
in the Valley and to ascertaln
the owners of records, has been
completed by the Land Escrow
Company, it was gtated by Frank
D. Lanterman, president of the
“ chamber,

Ta Cangda Valley Charmbov
. &";‘hg ey Chamber of Commerce met with executives of the Xand Bserow

uight, final plang wers den ! ! :
ecle. krank D. Lanterman, wn up for lanching a race restricd, ks EMEL = i (K
B o, ) e, ROt oL T ol S Shovh shors . | Crescenta Valley Ledger,
niax G 1 hitehil) secrota wa, vice president d Bacrow NC: of the S Crd e .

R Bueident of (Bo charbyrs Tha {y-u‘eummr of the Chumber. Btanding left to vighi. LHny OV, g Lanterman Fa

M La Canada; R, XK. M'l]me.r Jcawmccsm‘ll!.“:‘ Land Fscrow company Exwuftﬂ :‘ﬂ:& : : : Ily

an ¥ slaer, S e 3 & g .
n Renssglaer, zod Dr, R, M, Oelund, Py “",.W CO”ECtIOﬂ, Lanterman

da, pail that plana : !
complete for a restriotion yrd- House ArCh ve.
3 pasadena invalv-
ing 6000 parcels of land  An
. Offfce has been npe!}ed thre!‘?, he




Local initiatives of racial exclusion

* Developer initiatives
* Race restrictive covenants
* Neighborhood Protective Associations

* Professional real estate practices



Local initiatives of racial exclusion

* Developer initiatives
* Race restrictive covenants
* Neighborhood Protective Associations

* Professional real estate practices
* Zoning



Local initiatives of racial exclusion

Developer initiatives
Race restrictive covenants
Neighborhood Protective Associations

Professional real estate practices

* Zoning

* Violence and intimidation



William Bailey (left) surveys damage from a bomb that exploded at his
house in LA, 1952

Source: Josh Sides,
LA City Limits, 103




White mob outside the home of black American W.H. Whitson, in So. L.A. 1948

Source: Josh Sides,
LA City Limits, 103




Federal housing policies

* 1933 - Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC)
* 1934 - Federal Housing Administration (FHA)



Home Owners Loan Corporation appraisal system

A (or green) highest rating
B (or blue)
C (or yellow)



HOLC appraisal map of central and west LA, 1939
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HOLC appraisal map of the Crescenta Valley and east San Fernando
Valley, 1939
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HOLC appraisal map of the Crescenta Valley,
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Promoting racial inclusion in suburbia

* promote inclusion through diverse housing

* listen to people of color in your community

* what are their goals and aspirations? Is your community supporting those
goals?

* Incorporate their history into the community’s history
* promote human relations work

* learn about the town’s past
* Then, take this knowledge and act on it



Promoting racial inclusion in suburbia

* learn about the town’s past
* Then, take this knowledge and act on it

Some recent local examples:
2020 Glendale —issued a resolution apologizing for its history of racial exclusion

2020 Lakewood — did a town hall “listening session” on race relations there

Feb 2022 So Pasadena — approved a resolution condemning its history as a sundown
town and its practices of institutional racism

June 2022 — Manhattan Beach — Bruce’s Beach was returned to the original black
American family that was disposed of that land nearly 100 years earlier



