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Dick Degnon’s profile of La Crescenta in 
the Los Angeles Times, May 25, 1958

Leave it to Beaver, 1957-1963 





• Not a “natural process,” but rather the result of deliberate efforts



• Many motives for segregation



• Developer initiatives



Windsor Hills development 
restrictions, ca. late 1930s

Source: Windsor Hills Summary of Building Restrictions, 

Series 3, Box 2ov Folder 1, Fritz Burns Papers, CSLA-2, 

Department of Archives and Special Collections, William H. 

Hannon Library, Loyola Marymount University



USC Digital Archives; 
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• Race restrictive covenants



Example of a race restrictive 
covenant, in the Crescenta Valley

Source: Gary Keyes and Mike Lawler, 
Crescenta Valley’s Dirty Laundry, 12



• Race restrictive covenants
• Shelley v. Kraemer (1948) – declared them unenforceable



• Neighborhood Protective Associations



Scott Kurashige, 
Shifting Grounds of 
Race, 22



Crescenta Valley Ledger, 
Lanterman Family 
Collection, Lanterman
House Archive.



• Professional real estate practices



• Zoning



• Violence and intimidation



Source: Josh Sides, 
LA City Limits, 103
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• promote inclusion through diverse housing

• listen to people of color in your community 
• what are their goals and aspirations? Is your community supporting those 

goals?

• Incorporate their history into the community’s history

• promote human relations work

• learn about the town’s past 
• Then, take this knowledge and act on it



• learn about the town’s past 
• Then, take this knowledge and act on it

Some recent local examples: 
2020 Glendale – issued a resolution apologizing for its history of racial exclusion 

2020 Lakewood – did a town hall “listening session” on race relations there

Feb 2022  So Pasadena – approved a resolution condemning its history as a sundown 
town and its practices of institutional racism

June 2022 – Manhattan Beach – Bruce’s Beach was returned to the original black 
American family that was disposed of that land nearly 100 years earlier


