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Great suburban diversity by race, ethnicity, class, and households

San Fernando Valley, 2019
(red bundle is a person)




The “traditional” suburban ideal of racial exclusion... for whites only
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Catharine Beecher and Harriet Beecher

Stowe, The American Woman’s Home, 1867



Alternative suburban ideals and experiences

Photos courtesy Glenn Seaborg



The African American suburban ideal, 1900-1940
Scenes of Chagrin Falls Park, Ohio

Chagrin Falls Park Resident Nellie
Lawrence who served as surrogate
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Emerging multicultural suburban ideals
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South Pasadena, 1971 Mark Padoongpatt, age 6,
Arleta, San Fernando Valley, 1989
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Park Forest, lllinois
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Park Forest, lllinois
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“We aren’t interested in

houses alone.

We are trying to create a better life for our people.

We will have failed if all we do is produce houses”

ﬂﬁbm.ﬂ%r¥ |

President, American Community Builders, Inc.

February 14, 1948

Fig. 30. The“superblock” concept of apartment development is obvious in this view of l: e
‘ . - P 1M
ion 1 : ark Public

community under construction in the early 1950s. Source: courtesy of Park Forest Pul

Library.
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House courts in Park Forest, 1953
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Integrate' Quietly
In Park Forest

PARK FOREST, . — (UPl) —
A Negro family moved into this
all-white Chicage suburh recently

with no fuss, bother or violence, learned Dee.
Ibought

it was revealéd,

iback with court suits o condemn
the land and tura it ine 2 park. |

Seott said Park Forest officials
17 that Wilsop had |
the heme. 'They visited

The quiet, successful integration lhim, he said, and learncd ¢t b e
was accomplished through careful 'sale was str‘-ctly a private trans.:

planning® and 2 propgram of res-
idenl education, village manager
Johm L. Seott, said.

Seott said Charles Z, Wilson, 30,
an assisfant commerce prafessor
al De Paul Unjversity, bought a
$21,000 ranch home and moved his
family of five in with scarcely a
ripple of disorder,

Vitlage officials had expecied a
Negro would buy property in Park
Forest sooner or later and had
taid plans for the oeccasion, he
said” Wilson’s purchase created a
good deai of giscussion which help-
ed lo seftle the siluation before
the family moved in, he added.
DIFFERS FROM DEERFIELD

The Park Forest integration was
in stark eontrast to the dissension
in Deevfield, another all-white
Chicagae suburb, where a conirac
tor announced plans te seli 3
dozen homes to Negrocs and vil-
lage officials and residents fought

laction, with no orginization

in- !
'yolved, 1

Then, Scolt said, - the village
board and the vxuag? human re. |
"ations commission, visited homesI
within two blocks of Wilsen’s house |
and cxplained the situation to!
homeowners,  cautioning  them !
against violence er ovenl protests. |

Wilson, his wife, and {heir thuc‘
‘children, aged, 5, 4, and 1, moveg |
in Dec, 28. A few nighis latcr, a!
group of {eenage bws [,.nhered.
on Wilson's lawn, hut police whisk- }
ct them {o the police station, "
where they were given a striet,
lecture and  released 1o their,
parents. ;

Scott

wil- |
san family are the first Negrocs!

szidd that while the

in Park Forest, Orientals bave |
lived inp the IZ-year-old, 30,004~
populalion suburo, He said rumors |
thai olher Negrees have bought
hom{; HLI'L a&rg unirue, - _l

Daily Defenderdan 11, 1960



ite claims of success, efforts to control hlack entry into
the suburbs may be the newest disguise for wgrel-,
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Park Forest shows way on integration

By Jarry Shnay %9‘ &
It was the week before Chnst-
mas, .959, but ihere wa listhe

pesce oa carth among 2 £rouD of
angry white residents of Park Foe-
est. and certainfy less than good
will soward thear new nexzhbocs—a
black famuly.

Formes Village Pressdent Bod
Dinerstein remembers the foud
vorces and e pointed gocsiomi:
Why hesc? Why nowd Why us?

anz ~-ide the shouss, Dir-
ersiezn ec again *nd agan the
same question, “Do you believe i
1be Constitution of “i= Unijted
Siates?"

*: kept asking them that,” he
said. “They started to listen.
Things Gwoeted Yown. Now we had
uinz to work.”

A few days later, on Chnsmas
Eve, the first biack family moved
into Park ForesL

Some 29 years later, the south
suburhan village has a black pope-
lation of 1. percent and = coe-
sidered & model of saccessful woox-

gration. Schrools arc good.
Property values arc siable. And
the recent past, it had 2 black
mayor.

Barbars Moors, (b2 1own's direc-
tor of community relations, claims
1he scaiter-gun approach Lo In-
tegraling bizcks has been suc-
cessfial because of an open: alliwde
among residents and the way the
town was built, after World War
il. as affordahle Bousing Sor veicr-
ans.

=] moved here in 1974 and |
men may have anboipaied some
problens, but 1 was made 10 fezl
comfortable zlmost immedizicly,”
she said “There was no head-
counting of blacks, and cenamly
no good side or bad sde of Ue
1racks. When you ask peoplc what
aesghborhood they live s, they'll
lock 21 youo amd say, “We oo
tive in a ncighborheod, wc kv 10
Park Foeest." "

in an wosac twist, Moorz recels
the smpetus for the villaze's inter-
est in antzgration camc from a

man who seffered from discrmsr
nation because of his Japanes: an-
cesiry.

“Harry Teshuma, who 5 Dow
dead. wsed to say he didn™t wani
asyone to go through wiat hap-
pened to hum.” said Moaore. “He
spearheaded some of the carly of
forts 10 form 2 human relatioas
COMMISSION.

Beb Picree, former willage man-
ager, recalls that the first blxck
family lived in Park Forecst
*around 2 year or s before chang
ing jobs" and moving oul. The
next black residemis didn’t mowe
in until 1962, be said. —
“Every time. we Kkncw IPCrT was
a black farrsly moving to Park
Forest,” b sud, "al least twa poo
ple, usually a mcmber of o
human relations commission
a village irustee, talked to
neighbars on all sades, tryug 10

make them wndorsiand wial was
A

happenme ™
It _'oasn': that sunnpke. “AL Lt
we thought »¢ had 1o w@lk 1o ov-

enons in 2 two-block arez” saad
Dimnerstom. “'We »ore knocking on
2 lot of doors trying 10 break
domn any hostility.”

There was also a strong <ffon Lo
house biacks throughout the wil-
age.

“We were lecky,” sad Dimer-
sieen. “Mosz of 1 blacks moving
in were sprnekled throughou! the
village only hocause of the avaslis-
oi: housing Bet overy once mn &
while, we'd hear of one blick fam-
ily mosizg next deor to another,
and we'd wan! tiem 10 koow there
might be other housing availabike
;1 Pa-+ Forcsi, nol neccssanly
where they were looking. '

“We never asked themm not te
tuv in a ceriain place, howcwer.™

In anc astance, Dinersicin rc-

| calleg, while residents exprossed
| euthusiasm for 2

new hlack famaly
mowing into ther area “'The pre-
wsous family hadns't mamtained the
property,” he said. “All the nagh-
hors wanicd was someonc mice

living next 10 them ™ !
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Tolerance tops
‘dinner menus

 Over the years Ruby and
McAfee Marsh have broken |
bread with people from many
backgrounds at their dining
room table. They'll do it again
this month as part of the eighth
annual Diversity Dinners of the
South Suburbs. ‘

“I really enjoy participating
in these dinners because I think
we need to learn more about
each other,” said Ruby. “We real-
ly are more alike than we are
different. ; :

“Discovering the similarities
in us all and understanding the
range of attitudes that comes
with differing backgrounds is
what the Diversity Dinners are

 all about,” said Park Forest di-
. rector of community relations
Barbara Moore.
Moore says the relationships
‘forged from these discoveries
are having a positive impact on ;
the area’s economy:
| “We now know that develop-
. ers and investors notice what a
. great commodity we have here,”
- Moore said. “They see value in
our diversity, and that makes
them willing to invest in our re-
gion.” ;

Last year nearly 600 people

took part in the dinners.

O«

The StayApril 29, 2001



