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Kenneth Jackson, 
Crabgrass Frontier: 
Suburbanization of the 
United States (1985), 
emphasized suburbia as a 
quintessentially American 
phenomenon driven by 
race, real estate, 
government and values 
about home and family.

Robert Fishman, 
Bourgeois Utopias,
(1987) rooted US 
suburbia in a history 
of elite,  Anglo-
American cultural 
values over two 
centuries.



African American suburbia, Chagrin 
Falls Park, Ohio.

White working-class suburbia, 
Los Angeles, 1920s
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- “Race and class formation were 
fundamentally spatial practices.” (7)

Key Themes of the Book: 
-African Americans lived in and moved to US 
suburbs throughout the 20th century. 

-Black suburbanization was cumulative and 
linked through time by African American 
desires to create places of their own. 

-African Americans molded homes and 
neighborhoods into "safe spaces" to nurture 
families, defend interests, and move up.  
Values for home ownership, family, 
community, and hope drove the process. 

-Suburban homes were not only private 
retreats, but arenas of political struggle and 
resistance to white supremacy. 

See: 
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/
books/book/chicago/P/bo36191
93.html

”Suburbs played a key part in the 
movement to racialize urban space, 
that is to link specific places to the 
evolving racial hierarchy, limiting 
access, cementing advantage and 
disadvantage, and defining 
locations and their residents in the 
same separate and unequal terms.” 
41-42. 

- African American suburbanization 
reveals need to rethink U.S. 
suburbs overall



“Suburbanization is a process 
that has shaped crucial 
historical developments in 
America.” 1

“We emphasize a broad 
definition of suburbia that 
encompasses a long sweep of 
time and a diverse collection 
of communities, landscapes, 
and functions.” (8-9)





Soil, slope, orientation, 
elevation, moisture, 
micro-climate… all 
shape interconnected 
ecological landscapes, 
interwoven with the 
urban fabric, the most 
bio-diverse metro area 
in North America.



California’s second largest city is a 
quintessential, “suburban style” 
metropolis, characteristic of the 
U.S. Sunbelt and postwar U.S. 
urbanism in general. 

Patterns of residence –
race and ethnicity, 2020



San Diego and 
Tijuana straddle 
one of the busiest 
land borders in 
the world, which 
is itself an 
environmental 
feature of the 
region. 



18 Indian Nations, most in any U.S. county

One of the whitest cities in America in 1960, 
modern San Diego  is a complex, “majority 
minority” city with historic communities of color 
and growing immigrant communities which 
contribute to a diverse environmental politics.



Kevin Lynch’s 1974 
“Temporary Paradise?” 
envisioned San Diego as a 
city uniquely integrated with 
nature.

Michael Soulé’s work on 
San Diego was key to the 
new field of Conservation 
Biology, 1970s-80s. 

Protests against toxic dumping by 
a US firm in Tijuana’s Colonia, 
Chilpancingo, led to a landmark 
trans-border cleanup and 
mobilization. 1990s -

Environmental Health 
Coalition, founded in 
1980, pioneered 
Environmental Justice 
organizing in CA

SD passed the first 
metro scale habitat 
conservation plan in 
the US, 1997

SD writer Richard Louv
helped spark an international 
movement for children in 
nature, 2000s

San Diego has served as a proving 
ground for environmental policy and 
ideas since the 1970s.



“Place is space invested with meaning 
in the context of power.” (Cresswell)

San Diegans created affective 
meanings of places and used them to 
organize politically.





Activist interviews reveal multi-layered 
meanings of urban environments – a “deep 
map” - beneath the politics that can be 
applied to future action. 



Photos from Glenn Seaborg, Huntington Park Signal



“We would do well to remember that places and patterns are 
always more complex than is implied by the way we label 
them.” Richard Harris and Robert Lewis, 1998

Bird’s Eye View of South Chicago, 1874

Glen Cove, 

1900

19th -20th century metropolitan expansion produced a diverse 
and complicated suburban fringe filled with working people, 
especially immigrants, and people of color.  

Service work shaped the 
suburban landscape: West 
Orange, NJ

Early industrialization shaped the 
suburban fringe



The New Suburbia: Life in LA Suburbs Since 1945
(Oxford University Press, forthcoming)



Greater ethnic and racial diversity



Signs of immigrants in suburbs of LA’s San Gabriel Valley  (Monterey Park, Roland Heights)



Bradbury

Azusa

San Fernando Valley – homeless 
person in the red sleeping bag







Maywood (in Southeast L.A.) - Latino

Pico Rivera (eastern LA) - Latino

Arcadia – majority Asian American

Walnut – majority Asian American





• White anxiety and the resulting resegregation of social life 



Pasadena’s Valley Hunt Club Rose Parade Float, 2018

Mayfield (private) School, Class of 2000 reunion

Pasadena June Ball, 2022



Lakewood, 1950, 2014



white
44%

Latino
31%

Asian
16%

black
9%

Lakewood, 2010

white
9%

Latino
30%

Asian
32%

black
29%

Carson, 2013

Racial profiles of the mass-produced suburbs of 
Lakewood and Carson, next to each other in Southeast LA







• White anxiety and the resulting resegregation of social life 

• Persistence of exclusionary practice, by diverse homeowners







Design review guidelines in San Marino, 1999

These measures prohibited:
●multi-generational households
● second kitchens







Los Angeles Times, October 20, 1985






