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Kenneth Jackson, 
Crabgrass Frontier: 
Suburbanization of the 
United States (1985), 
emphasized suburbia as a 
quintessentially American 
phenomenon driven by 
race, real estate, 
government and values 
about home and family.

Robert Fishman, 
Bourgeois Utopias,
(1987) rooted US 
suburbia in a history 
of elite,  Anglo-
American cultural 
values over two 
centuries.



African American suburbia,Chagrin 
Falls Park, Ohio.

White working-class suburbia, 
Los Angeles, 1920s
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-Ȱ2ÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌÌÙ ÓÐÁÔÉÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȢȱ (7)

Key Themes of the Book: 
-African Americans lived in and moved to US 
suburbs throughout the 20th century. 

-Black suburbanization was cumulative and 
linked through time by African American 
desires to create places of their own. 

-African Americans molded homes and 
neighborhoods into "safe spaces" to nurture 
families, defend interests, and move up.  
Values for home ownership, family, 
community, and hope drove the process. 

-Suburban homes were not only private 
retreats, but arenas of political struggle and 
resistance to white supremacy. 

See: 
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/
books/book/chicago/P/bo36191
93.html

ȱSuburbs played a key part in the 
movement to racialize urban space, 
that is to link specific places to the 
evolving racial hierarchy, limiting 
access, cementing advantage and 
disadvantage, and defining 
locations and their residents in the 
same separate and unequal termsȢȱ 
41-42. 

- African American suburbanization 
reveals need to rethink U.S. 
suburbs overall



Ȱ3ÕÂÕÒÂÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ 
that has shaped crucial 
historical developments in 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢȱ Χ

Ȱ7Å ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅ Á ÂÒÏÁÄ 
definition of suburbia that 
encompasses a long sweep of 
time and a diverse collection 
of communities, landscapes, 
ÁÎÄ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÓȢȱ ɉή-9)





Soil, slope, orientation, 
elevation, moisture, 
micro-ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅȣ ÁÌÌ 
shape interconnected 
ecological landscapes, 
interwoven with the 
urban fabric, the most 
bio-diverse metro area 
in North America.



#ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ ÃÉÔÙ ÉÓ Á 
ÑÕÉÎÔÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌȟ ȰÓÕÂÕÒÂÁÎ ÓÔÙÌÅȱ 
metropolis, characteristic of the 
U.S. Sunbelt and postwar U.S. 
urbanism in general. 

Patterns of residence ɀ
race and ethnicity, 2020



San Diego and 
Tijuana straddle 
one of the busiest 
land borders in 
the world, which 
is itself an 
environmental 
feature of the 
region. 



18 Indian Nations, most in any U.S. county

One of the whitest cities in America in 1960, 
ÍÏÄÅÒÎ 3ÁÎ $ÉÅÇÏ  ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÅØȟ ȰÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ 
ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙȱ ÃÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÏÒ 
and growing immigrant communities which 
contribute to a diverse environmental politics.



YŜǾƛƴ [ȅƴŎƘΩǎ1974 
ά¢ŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΚέ 
envisioned San Diego as a 
city uniquely integrated with 
nature.

Michael 3ÏÕÌïȭÓwork on 
San Diego was key to the 
new field of Conservation 
Biology, 1970s-80s. 

Protests against toxic dumping by 
Á 53 ÆÉÒÍ ÉÎ 4ÉÊÕÁÎÁȭÓ #olonia, 
Chilpancingo, led to a landmark 
trans-border cleanup and 
mobilization. 1990s -

Environmental Health 
Coalition, founded in 
1980, pioneered 
Environmental Justice 
organizing in CA

SD passed the first 
metro scale habitat 
conservation plan in 
the US, 1997

SD writer Richard Louv
helped spark an international 
movement for children in 
nature, 2000s

San Diego has served as a proving 
ground for environmental policy and 
ideas since the 1970s.



Ȱ0ÌÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ ÐÏ×ÅÒȢȱ (Cresswell)

San Diegans created affective 
meanings of places and used them to 
organize politically.


