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CHAUCER´S LONDON (Chaucer (1340 – 1400))

https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/1340
https://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/1400


CHAUCER´S LONDON circa 1300. 
Much of Medieval London 

was destroyed in the Great 

Fire of 1666. 

Source: Willliam R. Shepherd, 

1926 Historical Atlas .

Perry-Casta~neda Library 

Map Collection. 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/history_shepherd_1923.html




LONDON – 17TH CENTURY – BY HOLLAR



A coloured lithograph titled, Tabard Inn, Southwark, 

1810 by English artist Philip Norman (1842–1931).

TABARD INN



The Tabard inn, Southwark, mid-19th century. From a mid-

19th century engraving.

Drawing of the Tabard Inn, Southwark, 

London SE1, created just before it was 

demolished in 1873, and published in 1878.

TABARD INN

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tabard


SOUTHWARK



LONDON BRIDGE 





GEOFFREY CHAUCER
CANTERBURY TALES – GENERAL PROLOGUE

• Bifel that, in that seson on a day,

• 20

• In Southwerk at the Tabard as I lay

• Redy to wenden on my pilgrimage

• To Caunterbury with ful devout corage,

• [2: T. 23-58.]At night was come in-to that hostelrye

• Wel nyne and twenty in a companye,

• 25

• Of sondry folk, by aventure y-falle

• In felawshipe, and pilgrims were they alle,

• That toward Caunterbury wolden ryde;

• The chambres and the stables weren wyde,

• And wel we weren esed atte beste.

• 30

• And shortly, whan the sonne was to reste,

• So hadde I spoken with hem everichon,

• That I was of hir felawshipe anon,

• And made forward erly for to ryse,

• To take our wey, ther as I yow devyse.

Befell that, in that season, on a day

In Southwark, at the Tabard, as I lay

Ready to start upon my pilgrimage

To Canterbury, full of devout homage,

There came at nightfall to that hostelry

Some nine and twenty in a company

Of sundry persons who had chanced to fall

In fellowship, and pilgrims were they all

That toward Canterbury town would ride.

The rooms and stables spacious were and wide,

And well we there were eased, and of the best.

And briefly, when the sun had gone to rest,

So had I spoken with them, every one,

That I was of their fellowship anon,

And made agreement that we'd early rise

To take the road, as you I will apprise.



"There, as the freshflowers, as onemight write, 

Are in their kind, sweetand dewyand white, 

Full of flavor, and largerin statureThanany growingin our

earth, by nature, 

And clothedall in green and white flowers, 

Such seenI neverin my life beforethis." 

GEOFFREY CHAUCER
CANTERBURY TALES – WIFE OF BATH TALE

αSheis oneof the few femalenarratorsin The
Canterbury Tales, Chaucergivingher a 
prominent voiceto express her viewson 
marriage, sexuality, and gender rolesΦ ΧΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ 
lengthyprologue, the Wife of Bathopenly
discussesher five marriagesand her belief
that womenshouldhavesovereigntyover
their husbands. Thisdirectly contradictsthe
expectedsubmissiverole of womenat the
timeΦά(Joan Acocella) 



Brixton Market 



Brixton Market 



Brixton Market Today



JEAN BINTA BREEZE 
THE WIFE OF BATH AT BRIXTON MARKET

άreally like all the women[she] kn[e]w in Lucea
ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ

άΧlike putting a well fitted pair of glovesƻƴΦέ

αChaucerȰsbrokenōŜŀǘά canhaveits solution
in discoveringwordsάmoving/ in theirƳǳǎƛŎέ 



A copy of the entry for Willesden in the 

Domesday Book. (From “Brent: A Pictorial 

History” by Len Snow)

A pictorial map of Willesden in 1840. (Based on a map 

in “The Willesden Survey, 1949”)
St Mary's Church, Willesden, in a print 

by E. Orme, 1799.

WILLESDEN



WILLESDEN



WILLESDEN

Shesharedthat Willesdenisa "well-appointedcountry 

livingfor thosetired of the city. Fast forward. Willesdenisa 

place of many stories, many lives, many languages. It's a 

place that has alwaysbeena place of arrival, a place of

transition, a place of newbeginnings. And that's what I 

wantedto capturein this play - the vibrancy, the diversity, 

the constantreinventionof a neighborhoodlike

Willesden." 

https://www.interviewmagazine.com/culture/ zadie-smith; ByChristopher Bollen, August 24, 2012

https://www.interviewmagazine.com/culture/zadie-smith
https://www.interviewmagazine.com/author/christopher-bollen




THE WIFE OF WILLESDEN

„Whoever’sbehindthe wheeldrivesthecar.“ 



THE WIFE OF WILLESDEN

"Youwant to know what I am?  

I am a womanwho knowswhat shewants. 

I am a womanwho knowswhat sheneeds. 

I am a womanwho knowswhat shedeserves.

Χ

"I'm not a saint, I'm a sinner. 

I'm not a sinner, I'm a wife. 

I'm not a wife, I'm a wife of Willesden."

I'm not a victim, I'm a survivor.

I'm not a survivor, I'm a thriver. 

I'm not a thriver, I'm a wife of Willesden." 

MeŎŀƴΩǘfind no one, enslavedor free, 

Figiveme answerswat mekwi all agree!

"I can't find anyone, be they enslavedor free,

To giveme answersthat make usall agree!"



Me can’t find no one, enslaved or free, 

Fi give me answers wat mek wi all agree!

"I can't find anyone, be they enslaved or free,

To give me answers that make us all agree!"

"Queen Nanny, the formidable ruler of this

land,

Women desire one thing, you must

understand:

To have their husbands willingly agree,

To yield to their wives' wishes, naturally.

In love, submission should be mutual,

For in love, we willingly fall.

To retain authority, with no man above,

This is the desire all women hold, with love.

You may punish me, but my words are true,

Do as you wish, my fate I leave to you."

THE WIFE OF WILLESDEN



PATIENCE AGBABI
TELLING TALES

„Her poetry has a musical 

quality which truly comes to 

life when spoken aloud.“ 
(Lyndsay Stark) 

I am not a feminax,

I do not believe women are equal to men,

women are better!


