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United States United States and Los Angeles County

(in 100 largest metro areas)

Percentage of all suburbanites who were Black American, Latino, and Asian American





The red bundle is a person

Photos by Becky Nicolaides and Eva Saks (right)



Shown as a percentage of all towns for each decennial year; data based on “median family income” for each town, classified 
in relation to the LA Co average.





• 1990:  nonwhite suburbanites outnumbered white suburbanites



• 2010:  nonwhite suburban homeowners outnumbered white 
suburban homeowners





Pasadena June Ball, 2022

Busing in Pasadena, 1970







Lakewood: From neighborhood trust to neighborhood watch

Left, photo by William Garnett; right, photo by Becky Nicolaides



• A mass-produced suburb



Lakewood Park under construction, 1950



Lakewood Park, 1950
Sales office in foreground





• Early PR team hired – to control Lakewood’s image



L: Photograph courtesy of the Long Beach Press Telegram
R: Life Magazine photo by J. R. Eyermann, 1953



• Racial segregation



• Lakewood Plan (1954) – outsource services with LA County



Lakewood Square Dancers, 1956



Photos from City of Lakewood history archive.
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“white” = non-Hispanic whites





Cassandra school photos



LA Times, March 4 and 5, 1981



LA Times, April 4, 1997

Long Beach Press 
Telegram, April 4, 1997





New York Times, March 29, 1993

Joan Didion, New Yorker, July 26, 1993

Newsweek, April 12, 1993



Ethnic/racial composition of Lakewood

Crime rates in Lakewood



Photo, courtesy LA Sheriff’s Dept.





Lakewood Neighborhood 
Watch, est. 1977







Pamela and Derrick Williams, 
2012
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suburbs with the highest proportions of non-white 

homeownership… (top 15 towns)

suburbs with the highest proportions of non-white 

homeownership… (top 15 towns)








