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Disneyland Paris and the Suburban Ideal
Florian Freitag (U Duisburg-Essen)
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a new generation of suburban homeowners
began to plot its assault on the tenets of New
Deal liberalism and found in Disneyland the
themes and symbols that inspired their social
vision. [...] In its physical design and its
thematic imagery, Disneyland supplied the
‘political unconscious’of a grassroots social
movement that took shape in Orange County
and ultimately led to a decisive shift away
from the hegemony of New Deal palitics.
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[Disneyland Paris] was identical in its layout and landmarks
to Disneyland and Walt Disney World.
(Richard Pells)

Anticipatory localization was not a prominent feature of the park.
(Alan Bryman)

The Disney Imagineers back in Glendale, California, tried to devise new
attractions which could glorify the old European legends and books |[...]
the whole thing boiled down to a few details here and there.

(Christian Renaut)

What concessions did Disney make to Europeans in its Magic Kingdom?
There were many, but all were minor and did little to ‘Europeanize’ the site.
(Richard Kuisel)
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It'scertainly verv interesting



1992

1993

1995

1999

2002

Opening of EuroDisney Resort Paris
European single market

Schengen Agreement into effect
Integration of Schengen into EU law

Introduction of Euro coins and notes
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"The creation of this teaching material was financially supported within Erasmus+ project
Urbanism and Suburbanization in the EU Countries and Abroad: Reflection in the

Humanities, Social Sciences, and the Arts (2021-1-CZ01-KA220-HED-000023281).*

"The European Commission's support for the production of this publication does not
constitute an endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information

contained therein."
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