














A Great Big Beautiful Tomorrow

Definition

. A theme park is “an enclosed, spacious, artificially constructed, stationary collection of
various attractions, games, and other forms of entertainment that is predominantly
located on the outskirts of large cities/metropolitan areas, that is open year-round, and
that is commercially structured. [...] The constitutive characteristic of theme parks is
their thematic unity, that is, either the park as a whole or individual self-contained parts
of it are shaped by certain recognizable motifs, themes, characters etc.” (Kagelmann
1993, 407—-408; our translation)
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Themes

Gottdiener (1997)

Anton Clavé (2007)

Steinecke (2009)

Philips (2012)

Younger (2016)

Tropical paradise Adventure Faraway exotic Treasure islands/ | Exotica
places Explorers
Wild West Wild West Wild West Wild West Wild West
Classical civilization Classical Egyptomania
civilization
Nostalgia and retro Victoriana
fashions
Arabian fantasy
Urban motif Urban culture
Fortress architecture
and surveillance
Modernism and Future and science/ | Future of mankind | Science and Sci-fi
progress Futurism technology
The unrepresentable Gothic tradition |Dark theming




A Great Big Beautiful Tomorrow

Themes

Gottdiener (1997) Anton Clavé (2007) Steinecke (2009) Philips (2012)  Younger (2016)

Tropical paradise Adventure Faraway exotic Treasure islands/ | Exotica
places Explorers

Wild West Wild West Wild West Wild West Wild West

Classical civilization Classical Egyptomania
civilization

Nostalgia and retro Victoriana

fashions

Arabian fantasy

Urban motif Urban culture

Fortress architecture
and surveillance

Modernism and Future and science/ Future of mankind Science and Sci-fi

progress Futurism technology
The unrepresentable Gothic tradition |Dark theming




A Great Big Beautiful Tomorrow

Themes

Tomorrowland
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Disneylands

= 1955

= 1971

= 1983

= 1992

= 2005

= 2016

Disneyland (Anaheim, California)

Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World (Orlando, Florida)

Tokyo Disneyland (Urayasu, Japan)

Disneyland Paris (Marne-la-Vallée, France)

Hong Kong Disneyland (Hong Kong)

Shanghai Disneyland (Shanghai, PRC)
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Tomorrowlands
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Tomorrowland’s Evolving Futures

= 1955-83: (Disneyland, Magic Kingdom, Tokyo Disneyland): Science Fiction
“Science Fiction describes the application of scientific principles and
technological trends to extrapolate what the future might realistically
be like” (Younger 2016, 52)

= 1992-2016: (Paris/Hong Kong/Shanghai Disneyland): Science Fantasy
Future based on fiction/Intellectual Properties: Jules Verne, Star Wars
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Tomorrowland’s Evolving Futures

= 1950s/60s: “future thinking in the 1960s was dominated by ideas of feasibility
(Machbarkeitsdenken) and some sort of technological optimism”
(Seefried 2014)

= 1970s-90s: “death of the future” (Lucian Holscher): Vietnam, Kennedy

assassination, 1970s energy crisis, environmental problems




Suburbia in Tomorrowland

Glimpses of Tomorrow’s Suburban Life
= Transport: Autopia (1955-)

= Energy: Richfield’s Oils World beneath Us (1957-1967)

= Living: Monsanto House of the Future (1957-1967)



Suburbia in Tomorrowland

Autopia (1955-)

,youngsters of all ages can navigate these modernistic freeways of the future’




Suburbia in Tomorrowland

Richfield Oil’s World beneath Us (1957- 1967)

= Showcased the “modern methods of oil extraction”
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Suburbia in Tomorrowland

Monsanto’s House of the Future (1957-1967)

= Featured a microwave oven, ultrasonic dishwasher, picture phones, a flat screen TV, and
was entirely made of plastics
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